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European foreword 

This document (prEN 16729-1:2026) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 256 “Railway 
applications”, the secretariat of which is held by DIN. 

This document is currently submitted to the CEN Enquiry. 

This document will supersede EN 16729-1:2016. 

prEN 16729-1:2026 includes the following significant technical changes with respect to 
EN 16729-1:2016: 

a) Normative references have been updated; 

b) Terms and definitions have been revised; 

c) General requirements, requirements on testing in track, testing speed and simulation of internal 
reflectors have been revised; 

d) Requirements on detection of artificial reflectors have been revised; 

e) Requirements on detection of artificial reflectors have been revised; 

f) Requirements on control of positioning accuracy have been revised; 

g) Normative Annex A has been revised; 

h) Informative Annex B has been revised; 

i) Annex ZA has been removed; 

j) Bibliography has been updated. 

A list of all parts in the EN 16729 series consists of: 

— EN 16729-1, Railway applications — Infrastructure — Non-destructive testing on rails in track — Part 
1: Requirements for ultrasonic inspection and evaluation principles; 

— EN 16729-2, Railway applications — Infrastructure — Non-destructive testing on rails in track — Part 
2: Eddy current testing of rails in track; 

— EN 16729-3, Railway applications — Infrastructure — Non-destructive testing on rails in track — Part 
3: Requirements for identifying internal and surface rail defects; 

— EN 16729-4, Railway applications — Infrastructure — Non-destructive testing on rails in track — Part 
4: Qualification of personnel for non-destructive testing on rails;. 

— EN 16729-5, Railway applications — Infrastructure — Non-destructive testing on rails in track — Part 
5: Non-destructive testing on welds in track; 

— CEN/TR 16729-6, Railway applications — Infrastructure — Non-destructive testing on rails in track 
— Part 6: Non-destructive testing of manganese cast steel components in switches and crossings. 
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Introduction 

This document represents the actual state of the art of automated ultrasonic testing of rails in track 
applied by European railway companies. 

oSIST prEN 16729-1:2026

iTeh Standards
(https://standards.iteh.ai)

Document Preview
oSIST prEN 16729-1:2026

https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/sist/9f75c35b-4379-4018-979d-1f1733ee96a3/osist-pren-16729-1-2026


