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European foreword 

This document (prEN 1865-3:2026) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 239 “Rescue 
systems”, the secretariat of which is held by DIN. 

This document is currently submitted to the CEN Enquiry. 

This document will supersede EN 1865-3:2012+A1:2015. 

Compared to EN 1865-3:2012+A1:2015, the following main technical changes were made: 

a) Main title of EN 1865 series changed from “Patient handling equipment used in road ambulances” to 
“Patient handling equipment used in ambulances”; 

b) Normative references updated; 

c) Annex ZA revised to show relationship to Medical Device Regulations (MDR) instead of Medical 
Device Directive (MDD); 

d) Distribution of mass (4.2.3) specified; 

e) The use of the word label removed, intent of requirement remains unchanged (4.2.4); 

f) Maximum height of undercarriage for loading and unloading removed (4.2.5.3); 

g) A second battery is now mandatory in case of power loss (4.2.6); 

h) Requirements for the restraint system (4.2.8) revised; 

i) Requirements aligned with other parts of this standard series; 

j) Clause numbering updated throughout the whole document; 

k) Contents updated to change titles of “Flammability – Toxicity of Burning Gasses” to “Flammability 

l) Verification methods in Clause 5 moved into Clause 4 requirements that previously referenced them. 
In these cases, the requirement and test methods were combined to form the following: 5.1 now in 
4.2.10, 5.3 now 4.2.12, 5.4 is now 4.2.13, 5.5 now 4.2.14; 

m) Clause on “Marking” (5) deleted. 

This document has been prepared under a standardization request addressed to CEN by the European 
Commission. The Standing Committee of the EFTA States subsequently approves these requests for its 
Member States. 

For the relationship with EU Legislation, see informative Annex ZA, which is an integral part of this 
document. 

This document is a part of EN 1865, Patient handling equipment used in ambulances, which consists of the 
following parts: 

— Part 1: Specification for general stretcher systems and patient handling equipment; 

— Part 2: Power assisted stretcher; 
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