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Foreword 111 

This document (prEN 50340:2026) has been prepared by the Technical Committee CENELEC TC 78, 112 
Equipment and tools for live working.  113 

This document is currently submitted to the Enquiry. 114 

The following dates are proposed: 115 

– latest date by which the existence of this edition 
has to be announced at national level 

(doa) dav + 6 months 

– latest date by which this edition has to be implemented 
at national level by publication of an identical 
national standard or by endorsement 

(dop) dav + 12 months 

– latest date by which the national standards conflicting 
with this edition have to be withdrawn 

(dow) dav + 36 months 
(to be confirmed or 
modified when voting) 

This document will supersede EN 50340:2010 and all of its amendments and corrigenda (if any). 116 

prEN 50340:2026 includes the following significant technical changes with respect to EN 50340:2010: 117 

— definitions revised; 118 

— standard references were updated; 119 

— requirements and tests of the nominal voltages were extended to 60 kV; 120 

— only one method of determining the insulating hose assembly was chosen; 121 

— a mechanical endurance test was inserted; 122 

— dielectric test of insulating hose assembly was changed. 123 
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Introduction 124 

The cable cutting devices specified here are designed to protect the user while verifying whether the cable is 125 
dead. 126 

In some countries, it is necessary where the cable to be cut is live that the first action of the cutting device is 127 
to make, on a multi-phases cable, only a single-phase fault to earth so that the protective devices of the network 128 
can operate on a single-phase fault. 129 

This revision specifies requirements and tests for these cable cutting devices. 130 
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1 Scope 131 

This document is applicable to cable cutting devices to be used to verify that a cable is dead in accordance 132 
with the rules given in EN 50110. 133 

NOTE It can also be used as an example when dismantling cable installations. 134 

The following limits apply to the cable cutting devices: 135 

— pressure less than 1 000 bar or pressure (bar) x volume (l) less than 10 000; 136 

— fluid outside the categories listed in Article 13 Group 1 (explosive, extremely flammable, highly flammable, 137 
flammable (where the maximum allowable temperature is above flashpoint), very toxic, toxic, oxidizing) of 138 
the Pressure Equipment Directive 2014/68/EU. 139 

Cable cutting devices specified in this document are for use on systems with nominal voltage up to 60 kV AC 140 
and nominal frequencies up to 60 Hz and are only suitable for operation by foot or by hand. This document 141 
does not cover motorised cable cutting devices. 142 

This document is intended to be used as a guide for devices to be used on systems with nominal voltages 143 
above 60 kV AC, but additional requirements and tests can be agreed between manufacturer and customer to 144 
provide an equivalent level of safety. 145 

Cable cutting devices are not designed to be used on cables with special armour, or with steel wires or steel 146 
tapes more than 1 mm in diameter or thickness. 147 

The products designed and manufactured according to this document contribute to the safety of the users 148 
provided they are used by skilled persons, in accordance with safe methods of work and the instructions for 149 
use. 150 

2 Normative references 151 

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated 152 
references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced document 153 
(including any amendments) applies. 154 

EN 12164:2024, Copper and copper alloys - Rod for free machining purposes 155 

EN 60060-1:2010, High-voltage test techniques - Part 1: General definitions and test requirements (IEC 60060-156 
1:2010) 157 

EN 60060-2:2011, High-voltage test techniques - Part 2: Measuring systems (IEC 60060-2:2010) 158 

EN IEC 60156:2025, Insulating liquids - Determination of the breakdown voltage at power frequency - Test 159 
method 160 

EN 60212:2011, Standard conditions for use prior to and during the testing of solid electrical insulating 161 
materials (IEC 60212:2010) 162 

EN 61111, Live working - Electrical insulating matting (IEC 61111:2009) 163 

EN 61230:2008, Live working - Portable equipment for earthing or earthing and short-circuiting (IEC 164 
61230:2008) 165 

EN IEC 61318:2021, Live working - Methods for assessment of defects and verification of performance 166 
applicable to tools, devices and equipment (IEC 61318:2021) 167 

EN 62237:2005, Live working - Insulating hoses with fittings for use with hydraulic tools and equipment (IEC 168 
62237:2003, mod.) 169 

EN ISO 6508-1:2023, Metallic materials - Rockwell hardness test - Part 1: Test method (ISO 6508-1:2023) 170 
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